230               THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
preparing a bureaucratic class of servants and copy-writing clerks.
The scheme described above has to make its way through this
atmosphere. Hence its implementation will necessarily take some
time.
Kakasaheb has estimated that its implementation will take
ten years and that is not too long a time. It may conceivably
happen that during this period, the public comes to be fired
with widespread enthusiasm similar to that of 1921 which would
also be of a permanent nature, and the required number of stu-
dents and persons fit to impart education are immediately
available. If that happens, we may safely hope that the task will
be completed within a shorter period. The programme should be
framed in conformity with present circumstances. Kakasaheb is
determined not to take up anything in haste without due deli-
beration. He wishes to proceed gradually but on a sure foundation,
as an educationist should do.
Not only is Shri Nagindas's gift large in itself, but I also find
from his letter that he has handed over all his savings to be used
for educational purposes. This increases further the value of his
contribution and adds to my responsibility as well as Kakasaheb's.
Both of us were already conscious of it. We indeed expect to get
a great deal for the nation from the Vidyapith. However, after
having learnt of the history of Shri Nagindas's gift, we are all the
more anxious to put it to the best possible use. We certainly pray
for God's help in doing so. We expect help from the people of
Gujarat as well. If this Vidyapith succeeds as expected, that
would naturally have an effect on other Vidyapiths and on the
whole country. I do not imply by this that other national Vidya-
piths aim at anything less, but it does certainly imply that they
have not had the same resources which the Gujarat Vidyapith
has enjoyed, and hence the public has a right to expect greater
results from the latter.
Those who are interested in national education and approve
of the aims of the scheme described above may rest assured
that due attention will be given to any suggestions which they
address to the head of the Gujarat Vidyapith at Ahmedabad. I
would request everyone to refrain from troubling Shri Nagindas.
The reader will see that he has retained no control over the
manner in which his gift may be spent.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 2-9-1923